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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, OECD 

SUBJECT: OECD OIL COMMITTEE HLG MEETING, NOVEMBER 19 
REF: STATE 224422 

1. WE PRESENTED REFTEL PROPOSAL TO RISTAGNO, DIRECTOR GENERAL ENERGY 
SOURCES, MINISTRY INDUSTRY NOVEMBER 14. RISTAGNO DISCUSSED THE MATTER 

WITH HIS MINISTER IDE MITA) AND RESPONDED THIS MORNING (NOV 15) AS 
FOLLOWS: 
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2. GOI FEELS THAT USG PROPOSAL FOR POSTPONEMENT HLG MEETING IS 
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REALISTIC IN VIEW INFORMATION DEVELOPED BY UNDER SECRETARY CASEY IN 
HIS BILATERAL CONTACTS LAST WEEK (PARA 2 REFTEL). GOI AGREES THAT 
HOLDING OF INCONCLUSIVE MEETING WOULD HAVE NEGATIVE PSYCHOLOGICAL 
EFFECTS. 

3. NEVERTHELESS, GOI CONTINUES TO FEEL THAT OIL SITUATION IS 
EXTREMELY SERIOUS. RISTAGNO EXPRESSED PARTICULAR CONCERN ABOUT 
PRESS REPORT APPEARING IN NOVEMBER 14 FINANCIAL TIMES SUGGESTING 
POSSIBLE TOTAL ARAB OIL BOYCOTT OF ITALY (TEHRAN 8039 NOTAL), 

AND NOTED THAT IF SITUATION WERE TO WARRANT IT, GOI MIGHT 
CONSIDER REQUESTING HLE MEETING BEFORE EARLY NEXT YEAR. VOLPE 
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